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CLA Time-saving tool: Lesson Ideas Using Newspapers

Newspapers can form the basis of an array of lesson activities.
This booklet contains some ideas about how you can use material
from newspapers, as well as some case studies from teachers to
help inspire you.
To copy published resources, including newspapers, you need permission from the
creator. Luckily, many schools in the UK already hold an NLA Schools Licence that
gives them blanket permission to copy – without having to ask each and every time.
Remember, all schools holding the NLA Schools Licence are eligible to register for a
Newspaper for Schools News Library account – you can search for articles from all
regional and national newspapers from 2006.
So give the activities a go, mix and match them, adapt them to work for your
classes/subject, and start making published content do the hard work for you!
Visit cla.co.uk for more information about this licence, and to see if your
school is covered.
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Using Articles
1
• Using articles concerned with the same issue from across various years, students need to
work out what the view is in each article and as appropriate plot the views on a timeline/
graph. They can then discuss if views have remained the same or changed.
Why might this be? What might views be in several more years?

CASE STUDY: Technology
I used articles from a range of lifestyle sections. Students were asked to analyse
the design of the chair and how the design had changed over time. My highest
ability plotted different lines on the graph, like material, aesthetics, cost and
storage. This preliminary work fed in to the students’ own designs, and I noticed
an improvement – their explanations were more thorough because they’d
absorbed specific language from the research task and I even noted some
‘retro’ nods because the students had researched the product over time.

2
• Using articles from across a period of time, issue these to students in incremental
stages, each time asking students to work out key ideas – a bit like a jigsaw. Take
verdicts from groups each time.

CASE STUDY: PE
In stages I issued articles relating to one athlete and particular races. Each
time material went out, I asked students to discuss what had gone well, where
improvement had been made, and asked them to offer predictions as to what
would happen next. They were able to draw on their knowledge of training,
nutrition and offered ideas rooted in sports psychology which proved to me they
understood the role these played in the optimum performance of an athlete.
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• Using an article copied and enlarged to A3, students need to find subject specialist
vocabulary that is used. They can highlight the vocab on the article and then after
some discussion/cross referencing with peers write a glossary definition for each
term in their books.
• Can they group the words into categories and place them in a venn diagram?
Students cut the words out of the article and sort as appropriate.

CASE STUDY: Business Studies
I put students in to mixed ability groups and gave each group an enlarged copy of an
article about a technology business. Once they’d highlighted the words they wanted,
they cut these out and sorted them in to a venn diagram of ‘business’ ‘technology’
and ‘environment’ – the higher ability were challenged to see if they could think
of a better category. They were able to discuss the priorities of the business and
recommendations, then wrote up improvements to the business model.

4
• Find articles related to the topic of study, but that originate from different UK regions,
or perhaps even countries. Conduct comprehension exercises with the articles, but
also compare and contrast regional views and how these have emerged. These could
be plotted on a UK map and the map coloured to reflect positive/negative etc.

CASE STUDY: Geography
I issued various articles from regional and national newspapers about the erosion of
shorelines. The students were able to comment on the values the various writers had
– what was important to them and how the opinion of the regional paper differed
greatly to that of the national paper. They compared both these views
to the factual material they had been taught in a previous lesson.
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• Give students an article relating to the topic of study, and as they read it, students highlight all,
or some, of the following areas, depending on time and ability (listed from easiest to hardest):
• Adjectives
• Facts
• Comparisons (superlatives and/or comparatives)
• Positive and/or negative language/bias
• Quotes or ideas taken from elsewhere
• Historical Examples/antecedents/background
• Predictions or forecasts
Students can discuss answers with someone who looked at different areas or
who perhaps looked at another article. What have they found out from the article?
What more would they like to find out?
Overall, how accurate/useful do they think the article is? What would they change
to improve its accuracy?

CASE STUDY: RE
I gave my students a print out from an online article which discussed Tom Cruise
and his beliefs in Scientology – it was a pretty negative article. We did this activity
very quickly, but it acted as a springboard in to a lively discussion on how religion
was treated if it wasn’t perceived as mainstream, and the role of the media in faith
in the contemporary world.

6
• Issue an article to students and ask them to highlight its key words.
• What are the connotations of these words? Why might they have been selected,
and what do they express/mean?
• Think of synonyms for these words and how their use might change the tone or
implication of the sentence.

CASE STUDY: History
This really helped me to communicate bias to students. They read an account of
the Battle of Agincourt that was in a paper as a result of the 600th anniversary and
chose 5-10 key words. The lower ability researched synonyms and the higher ability
researched antonyms. This task helped the class to understand how bias could be
communicated subtly and that language or opinion need to be distinct from fact.
It really helped them write their own articles on the topic.
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• Find a review – this can be of an event, place, production, sporting event or something
else related to the area of study.
• What language does the writer use to express their opinion and persuade you that
they are right? Look out for:
• Superlatives/comparatives
• Triples
• Repetition
• Rhetorical questions
• Imagery
• Adjectives
• Humour
• Opinion
• Alliteration, metaphor and simile
• Idiomatic/colloquial language
• Nostalgia
• Hyperbole
• Emotive or sympathetic language
Students can use this comprehension activity to write their own review.

CASE STUDY: Upper Primary
I issued students with accounts from different papers about events like the Olympics,
Commonwealth games and music gigs. They were able to study how the language
of the article created a really positive impression of the event. They then used these
ideas in the lead up to sports day, which not only made them more excited about
sports day itself, but they were able to write a really positive account of the day
afterwards, one of which even appeared in the local paper!
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• Find an opinion piece. Students need to work through the following:
• What is the view of the author?
• How did you know this was their view? Highlight at least three words or
sentences that helped you work their view out.
• Imagine that the author’s view is a brick wall you have to smash through
– why could they be wrong? Think of three arguments.
• Would the view of the author have been different if something about them
was changed? The country they came from? Their gender?

CASE STUDY: Textiles
I found some of the more opinionated fashion related articles from Sunday
supplements, and encouraged the students to look at both the pictures and text in
this starter. I encouraged them to argue against the author’s opinion and find either
positives or negatives in the designs. This activity gave a reason for the students to
really engage with the clothes they were seeing, and helped to inform their own
design choices in the main activity.

9
• Students create a value continuum. This might be yes/no, agree/disagree, helpful/
unhelpful, left wing/right wing etc depending on the central learning objective and
ability. As students read a selection of articles related to the topic of study they need to
plot the articles on the continuum, and provide a short summary of why they placed
it where they did. This can then support students writing their own article/essay/
presentation on the topic.

CASE STUDY: Biology
I used a two page spread on gardening that I had come across in my weekend
paper. The students used a simplified version of the article I’d written up, as well as
the photos, to label the plants’ structure. The higher ability used the article text to
explain why the plants would do well in certain environments, depending on their
specific features.
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• Students read an article, perhaps conduct a comprehension activity and then put it
away. Students re-write the article with an obstacle imposed or certain goal in mind.
Perhaps they cannot or must use certain words, or must complete the article within
a certain word limit. Perhaps the readership is different and the students must adjust
their language.

CASE STUDY: Drama
I gave students an article about the leadership issues arising from the Brexit vote. To
bring together the year’s work, I told students that they had to create a performance
covering the events, but it had to be in the style of Brecht, Greek tragedy or Melodrama
– they could choose. Having the article meant they could concentrate on the style of
performance because the content was rooted in key facts gleaned from the article.

11
• Ask students to find, or issue them with, an article on an area in which they have
a particular interest. How accurate do they judge the article to be?
Task students with preparing presentations on how the article could be made more
accurate and what content or linguistic changes they would make to achieve this.

CASE STUDY: Music
Issuing photocopied articles from newspaper culture sections, students had to
select one on their preferred genre of music and prepare a presentation on how
accurate and fair the article was. This helped to create some really robust musical
reviews, where students were better able to use critical and specialist musical
vocab. This then fed in to their own compositions where they had to include the
strengths mentioned in the review, or improve on areas the reviewer had identified
as a weakness.
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• Give students an article covering a recent development in their field of work, study
or interest. Students should work through the following activities/questions:
• What is the context of the story? – explain the background and how the
development came about.
• What are the likely impacts of this development?
• What does the student think of this development overall? – positive or negative?
• Students need to find someone in the class who thinks the opposite to them and
try to persuade them of their view. Or perhaps in pairs the youngest needs to
argue positive and the older negative.
• Sample some debates in the class while you write up points raised on the board
and then ask students to write up what they think overall – positive or negative?

CASE STUDY: Physics
I tweaked this activity a little for my class. I gave students an article detailing
the Virgin Galactic which Ability groups were allocated different questions
– immediate impacts, long term, links, antecedents and predictions. Then
representatives from each group gathered and designed an opinion poster which
we were able to peer assess. Their ideas were superb, but also showed some really
interesting links with other subjects like business.

13
• Issuing a variety of articles, students study the headlines in particular, considering
what the view of the writer is, and how they communicated it.

CASE STUDY: Art
Having given out some reviews, students studied the headlines and were able to
understand the comment the reviewer was making before they looked at the art
work. I then revealed the piece under discussion and asked the students to create
their own headline, drawing on what we had discussed about the original review.
The headlines were put up in a ‘gallery format’ and comparisons could be drawn
which prompted a really lively debate!
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• Find articles from different publications about the same person or group of people.
Students could either look at one each and discuss them in groups or read all the
articles and on a table note down:
• What do the articles agree on? – what do they all say about this person?
• What do they disagree on? – or what does one say that the others don’t?
The students could then tackle the following questions:
• How important do the students think this person is in their field?
How have they had an impact?
• Which article did the students think was most accurate about the person and why?
• What more do the students want to find out about the person? These questions
can then springboard in to students own research.
This could also lead in to a Top Trump card marking activity, especially if portions of the
class are researching different people.

CASE STUDY: English
The anniversary of Shakespeare’s death afforded loads of articles about his life and
literary achievements, so that we could study his life as a writer but also analyse
the language used to convey the views expressed about him. This then formed the
basis for an activity looking at a selection of Shakespeare’s sonnets/key speeches,
where the students looked out for the features mentioned in the articles.

15
• Make a study of idiomatic language in newspaper articles. Explore what idiomatic
language is, highlight examples in the text and explore the connotations of the
language. How should this be expressed more formally?

CASE STUDY: PE
I issued students with copies of articles from various newspapers, covering a
variety of sports. I was conscious of a couple of EAL students in the class, so put
them in a group that I worked with to help their grasp of English. For the other
students, they drew up a central class chart on the media treatment of behaviour
in sport, gender issues, and differences across sports – football compared to cycling
for instance and how the former seemed to be treated more informally.
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• Issue a regional paper or papers to students. They need to plan or describe a trip
to the region of origin, describing different aspects.

CASE STUDY: Primary
I used this idea as part of a bigger project on the Lake District which culminated
in a trip to the area. Different groups were allocated a topic, for instance one group
to investigate the geography of the area, another to explore the history, and a very
sporty group to plan a cycle route. I got cuttings from papers local to that area and
the students conducted their research that way. When the parents came in to be
briefed about the trip we created displays in the hall with all the students’ work.

17
• Using articles from other English speaking, non-UK countries, rewrite a portion
or the whole of the article in to ‘British’ English. Discuss what had to change.

CASE STUDY: Politics
I was a bit nervous about how this might work, but working with a high ability group there
were some really good outcomes from the students. I gave them extracts from American
newspapers and they were able to not only draw on the differences in language and
nuance, but were also able to draw parallels between the UK and US political systems.

18
• Students study an article, and literally draw the key points on an A3 page. This can
be shared with another student who either has to work out the points of the article,
or see if they agreed.

CASE STUDY: Languages
I used extracts from an international newspaper – I chose to use newspapers as
some of the current affairs and people described were easier to draw. Students
had to read the article and compare their ideas on what was being expressed. It
was interesting that while students grasped the bigger themes of the articles,
the activity prompted them to discuss the nuances of language.
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• Find headlines and/or articles from papers and using these create enlarged posters for
pinning up around the room. Students must allocate a heading from argue, persuade,
inform, explain, describe, analyse, review and comment to show what the intention of
the piece was. Perhaps print these headings on different coloured paper for different
groups and students pin these next to the posters. Discuss the results like a gallery.

CASE STUDY: History
I used this as part of a session on revising Context Audience Purpose to a Yr 9
group. They had to attach the headings of ‘argue’, ‘comment’ etc to sources, and
had to explain in no more than 15 words why they had arrived at that decision.
Students were given the chance to revise their ideas in the ‘gallery’ set up. We then
ranked the sources on a scale from most to least useful because of their purposes.

20
• Balloon Debate. Split students in to groups and allocate a different article to each group,
ensuring all articles have a common theme. Students must argue their article is the
‘best’, most important or most useful. All groups say why they deserve to win in round
one, a judge decides which group’s arguments were weakest and this group is ‘kicked
out’ of the balloon. The rounds continued, with the weakest argument kicked out at
the end of each round, until an overall winner is clear. Groups cannot repeat arguments
each round!

CASE STUDY: Food Tech
I used this for students to argue the nutritional benefits and ease of different
recipes from papers. The students really had to think about not only their
arguments, but when they would deploy them in the debate. They were also
able to critique the other dishes in a discriminating way. It really helped them
to understand their recipes, which they cooked the next lesson, having to make
one adaptation to the recipe to make it better, based on the debate.
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1
• List/describe what you can see. Use these words to write an account of the event/
theme the image is of.

CASE STUDY: Chemistry
I came across a picture of an old rusting car in a paper, so decided to use it as a
revision starter – asking students to describe the chemical processes that had
caused the car to degrade and those processes’ subsequent products (I gave the
lower ability key words to start their descriptions). After a peer mark, they revised
the areas they had been weaker on.

2
• As a starter, describe a picture to a peer who has to draw it without seeing it.

CASE STUDY: English
I came across a fantastic photo in the paper – it was a still from the film adaptation
of Hunger Games. I divided students into groups of three. One had the photo and had
to describe it to the second, while the third had to write down all the key or unusual
words that were used in the description. The activity certainly helped the students
to focus more on analysing in depth and having the key words to use afterwards also
spring boarded the lesson into a really helpful vocab exercise using the actual book.

3
• Describe the emotions of the person(s) in the scene with no repeated words.

CASE STUDY: ICT
I used a photo of customers queuing outside a shop for the latest I-phone to
encourage the students to reflect on mobile technology. There was good variety in
the picture – someone with a sleeping bag, someone who had just come out of the
shop – so the class had plenty of figures to choose from to discuss the impact that
technology has had on our society.
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4
• Describe what happened before/after a picture.

CASE STUDY: PSHE
I used a photo from a paper’s website capturing the refugee humanitarian
crisis. The students were already familiar with the picture, but getting one half of
the class to engage with the events that happened before the picture was taken
and one half to what happened after, really helped them to understand the picture
– and led to a discussion about what could have been done differently.

5
• Having studied people from two different pictures, students role play a conversation
on a particular topic in character.

CASE STUDY: Biology
I issued photos and articles on the lives and works of Darwin and Lamarck for my
GCSE students, and asked them to study the men using a kind of SWOT analysis.
The students were then put in to pairs and I selected some lower ability students
to act as judges and the students debated as if they were Darwin and Lamarck. It
made for some lively debate and drew in some students who were more ‘dramatic’
than ‘scientific’.

6
• Starting with the photo from the article, students infer ideas about the subject of the
article and what they think it will be about. Then reveal the article, read and discuss
if the impressions from the photo supported the content of the article.

CASE STUDY: Maths
As a starter I used an article about Alan Turing and they compared their first
impressions of the picture (that he seemed pretty straight laced!) to the actual
events of his life detailed in the article. It was a nice ‘human’ way in to talking
about codes.
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7
• Students to research and explain how a photo relates to a topic/subject studied.

CASE STUDY: History
I gave students a newspaper clipping which included a photo of events after
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. The students had been studying slavery, and I asked
them to link the photo to the topic. The answers varied, some were simple, but
other students worked out the issue of economic deprivation. It provided a good
backdrop to the Haitian slave rebellion which we went on to study in detail.

8
• Political cartoons:
• What or who is in the cartoon? What can you see?
• What was happening at the time the cartoon was produced?
• What is the comment of the cartoon?
• Do you agree? Why/why not?

CASE STUDY: Geography
I found a great cartoon about George W Bush and the Kyoto agreement, which was
a good visual way in to a complex political-economic problem. The students were
at the very least able to understand Bush’s opinions, but also the global view of
Bush. By identifying ‘sides’ it helped the students to explore the economic impacts
of climate control.

