CLA TIME-SAVING LESSON IDEAS FOR EFL TEACHERS

Time-saving
lesson ideas
for EFL teachers
Tips to help you make the most
of your CLA-managed licences
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Welcome to our guide to maximising the benefits of your CLA-managed licences.
The following pages are packed with tried and tested activities devised by our team
of teachers with the intention of saving you valuable time.

For your information, CLA manages two licences for language: schools
Licence

Content covered

CLA Education Licence

Print and digital content

NLA Education Establishment Licence

UK newspapers

To find out whether your language school holds these licences email education.customers@cla.co.uk.
For licence-specific queries, call Margret Heiligenstadt (Education Customer Service Coordinator)
.
on
020 7400 3132.
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Using mainstream
newspapers

1.1 What can be inferred about
the paper’s targeted reader?
Consider:
• Gender
• Politics
• Economic status/class
• Education
• Vocation
• Interests/leisure activities
• Aspirations

1.2 Puns
• What is a pun?
• Find a number of examples.
• What is the effect of each example?

1.3 Using a selection of newspapers,
study the:
• Language
• Articles
• Photos
• Topics
• Layout
Which of these do the papers have in common?
What are the key differences?

1.4 Colloquial language
• Find examples of idiomatic or colloquial language
• Explain their meaning in formal English
• Consider why the colloquial version may exist
– does it reflect anything about the people
of a region?

Headlines

1. Choose three

Choose a headline from a published
newspaper and ask the following:

2. What or who is the object
of the cartoon?

• What are the key words and what
do they mean?
• What impression does the headline
create? How does it make you feel?
• How far does the accompanying
image support the headline?
• Is the headline biased?
Does it convey the newspaper’s view?
• Do any of the words in the headline
act to sensationalise?
- Re-write the headlines to
remove sensationalist language
- Discussion point: why might
journalists sensationalise in their
headlines or stories?

Political
cartoons

3. What does the cartoon
suggest or imply about
its object?
- How is this achieved?
- What does this make
you think/feel?
4. What can you learn about
Britain’s relationship with
its leaders?
5. What can you learn about
British humour?

CLA TIME-SAVING LESSON IDEAS FOR EFL TEACHERS

2

P.4

Using specialist
business publications

2.1 Reading comprehension
Read an article and highlight all, or some, of the following areas:

Adjectives

Quotes or ideas
taken from
elsewhere

Facts

Predictions
or forecasts

Bias

How do these vary between articles
and across publications? Why might
these differences exist?

2.2 Idiomatic language
• Look for examples of idiomatic language.
What do these examples – and the frequency
or infrequency of their use – tell you about
the sector or specialism of the publication?
- Why might the writer choose to adopt
idiomatic phrases rather than using formal
language throughout?

2.3 Vocabulary
• What specialist vocabulary is used and what
does it mean?
• Can you group words by their categories and
place them in a Venn diagram?

Historical
Examples

Economic
Theory

Positive and/or
negative language

Comparisons
(superlatives and
/or comparatives)

How does the language
differ from non-specialist/
mainstream press?

Under the CLA Education
Licence, publications include:
• Bloomberg Businessweek
• Wired

CLA TIME-SAVING LESSON IDEAS FOR EFL TEACHERS

3

P.5

Using special
interest magazines

3.1 Biography
• Find examples of biography, which can
include short narratives of the lives and
backgrounds of individuals.
• What kind of language is used?
• Can you find examples of imagery,
quotes and opinion?

Under the CLA Education
Licence, publications include:
• Athletics Weekly
• Empire
• Glamour

• Do you notice any differences across
publications? Why might these exist?

3.4 Describing the home
3.2 Analysing vocabulary choices
• Select an article and highlight its key words.
• What are the connotations of these words?
Why might they have been selected, and
what do they express?
• Think of synonyms for these words and
how their use might change the tone or
implication of the sentence.

3.3 Analysing reviews
• Find a review – this can be of an event,
place, production or something else.
• What language does the writer use to
express their opinion and persuade you
that they are right? Look out for:
-

Superlatives/comparatives
Triples
Repetition
Rhetorical questions
Imagery
Adjectives
Humour
Opinion
Alliteration, metaphor and simile
Idiomatic/colloquial language
Nostalgia
Hyperbole
Emotive or sympathetic language

• Study the language used in a home decorating
magazine. What kinds of words are used and
what tone is adopted?
• Use this style to describe your home, or the
home of your UK host family.

3.5 The Balloon Debate
• Students choose their favourite magazine.
They then prepare and offer arguments
valuable/important.
• The debate is conducted in rounds - students
deliver their arguments. The argument voted
the weakest is ‘kicked out’ of the hot air
balloon until there is an overall winner.
• Continue until you have an overall winner.

• Find magazines from different
UK regions. Do they use any
colloquial language or idioms?
Does this vary across regions?
• Plot the issues discussed by
regional titles on a map. Is
there a variance across the
country? Why might this be?
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Using special
interest books
4.2 Instructions

4.1 Recipes
4.1.1 Choose a cookery book written by an English
language chef or cook.
4.1.2 Identify certain elements of the language
used that make the book identifiable with
the author. You will notice, for example,
that Jamie’s Ministry of Food will be
peppered (no pun intended) with idioms
4.1.3 Why might a cookery author choose to adopt
these techniques?
4.1.4 Write a recipe from your country of origin in
the style of your chosen writer. Think about
which techniques you will need to adopt to
successfully replicate the style.
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• Study an extract that gives instructions, for
notice anything about the language used?
• Write a series of instructions to a process you
perform every day in the style of an extract you
have studied.
- How might this change for

Under the CLA Education
Licence, publications include:
• Cookery books
• History books
• Travel guides

Exploring British
& global culture

5.1 Perceptions of the UK
•
- What do they express of Britain’s view of
itself?
- What do they express of the international

5.3 Compare the covers of Englishlanguage publications from
across the world to assess
varying needs, tastes and value.

5.4 Distribute material from
different destinations and ask
5.2 What does a given text tell you
students to describe a trip to
about Britain and its history
that place.
Different aspects to focus on include landscape,
• Take an American text, for example an article, history, tourist activities.
• Which elements had to be altered?

• Students to debate advantages and
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General
activity wall

Distribute pages from a chapter of

Use historical publications to research
a theme over time – such as technology,
science or design.
Write an article on a topic of your choice
– one for a specialist magazine and one for
a general newspaper. Bear in mind linguistic
differences previously observed.
Describe your journey to school, host
family or favourite building in the style
of a writer or genre that has been studied.
Find a literary character who fits any or
all of the following terms and explain why:
• Vain, scheming, pious, intelligent, poor, undeserving,
philosophical, practical, dedicated, arrogant.
Place students in groups tasked with presenting
on one or two words each.

Give students an article on an area in
which they have a particular interest. How
accurate do they judge the article to be?
Task students with preparing presentations on
how the article could be more accurate and what
linguistic changes they would make to achieve this.

“Picture This” Game
Students read an extract and draw the key points. A partner
must then look at the pictures and write the key points they
see, attempting a guess at what the story is about.
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Notes. Ideas. Adaptations.
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General
activity wall

Find examples of texts with different
purposes: argue, persuade, inform, explain,
describe, analyse, review and comment.
What differences do you notice?
Use older publications from the
CLA repertoire to study changes in style,
language and specialist references over
time. What differences can you notice?
Draw a political spectrum and plot
texts that have been studied, providing
explanations for their position.
Role play a conversation between two
writers or characters that have been studied
to explore different styles or philosophies.
Compare the treatment of common
themes across three different media
(e.g. magazine, newspaper, novel).
What are the key similarities and
Give students an article covering
a recent development in their field of
• What are the likely impacts of this development?
• What is the context of the story – explain the
background and potential implications.

Consider important topics such
as mental illness, the environment
or physical appearance across different
types of publications.
• Do you agree with how the topic is treated?
• How is it treated in your country of origin?
• Why might similarities or differences exist?
• How could this topic be better treated?
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Notes. Ideas. Adaptations.

CLA TIME-SAVING LESSON IDEAS FOR EFL TEACHERS

Notes

P.9

CLA TIME-SAVING LESSON IDEAS FOR EFL TEACHERS

Notes

Keep up to date with CLA news and education resources.
Visit cla.co.uk
Follow@CLA_UK
Like ‘The Copyright Licensing Agency’

The Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd
Tel: 020 7400 3100
Email: education.customers@cla.co.uk
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