
 
 

‘Quick Guide’ to the Comprehensive HE Licence 
 
 
 
The Comprehensive Higher Education Licence extends the rights granted by the Basic Licence 
(to photocopy and scan from printed books, journals and magazines) to also allow copies to be 
made from digital published material. 
 
Additional rights 
 

 Digital Copies may be made from e-books and e-journals published by more than 2,000 
publishers in the UK, US and several other countries 
 

 Opted in publishers include Blackwell, Elsevier, Hodder & Stoughton, John Wiley & 
Sons, Macmillan Education, McGraw Hill, Oxford University Press, Palgrave Macmillan, 
Pearson, Random  House, Sage and Wolters Kluwer 
 

 Journal articles may be copied regardless of whether obtained as part of a journal 
subscription or obtained as a ‘pay-per-view’ single article 
 

 Material that is copied may be stored on a VLE or on a course restricted intranet and can 
be embedded as part of a course pack 
 

 Digital Copies may be downloaded by students 
 

 Digital Copies may be printed out (for use in the classroom and individual study) and 
retained by the student 

 
 
Benefits 
 

 copying from a digital source is easier than scanning from print 
 

 the scope to copy, store, download and print out digital material is often more extensive than 
allowed under the terms of the primary licence 
 

 the standardised terms of the CLA Licence reduce the need to check specific variations in the  
terms of primary licences 
 

 secure access on a local server can be provided to users when either a link to a stable URL or a 
Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is not supplied by the publisher 
 

 enhanced access to electronic content enabled for students based on or off campus, especially 
where single sign-on procedures are not supported 
 

 enhanced support for evidence and workgroup based student learning 
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